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JJ Parsons, serves as Vice President, Business Development and Contracting for Presbyterian 
Healthcare Services.  In her role, she has responsibility for overall growth of market share and 
contracting for the Presbyterian Delivery System; improving systemwide patient and member 
satisfaction and benchmarking results; and the systemwide market research function. She also 
spearheads the Presbyterian’s journey to achieve the National Malcolm Baldrige Quality Award.  
 
As New Mexico's largest and New Mexico's only non profit healthcare system, Presbyterian 
serves more than 400,000 individuals in six communities with net revenues of $1.2 billion per 
year and nearly 8,000 employees.  Presbyterian provides greater than 25 percent of New 
Mexico's total inpatient acute care services and 38 percent of inpatient hospital services in 
Albuquerque.   
 
JJ, co-developed with Dr. Mike Nelson, instituted the Presbyterian Training Program in Quality 
Improvement and trained over 150 physicians and administrators in quality improvement.   
 
JJ has been with Presbyterian Healthcare Services for 20 years and is a graduate of Ohio 
University with a Bachelors of Science with honors and attended the Wharton School of 
Marketing.  She is a graduate of the Intermountain Health Care Advanced Training Program in 
Healthcare Delivery Improvement.   
  
She sustains an active involvement in the community.  She serves on the Quality New Mexico 
(QNM) Panel of Judges for the QNM awards process, has served as past Board Chair, and 
served on the Board of Directors for 6 years.  She serves an appointed role on the Governor’s 
Business Executives for Education and currently serves as vice chair.  She is board member of 
the Rio Rancho  Economic Development Corporation. She is an alumnus of Leadership 
Albuquerque, alumnus of the Wells Fargo Leadership Board, and is a former Board Member of 
Leadership New Mexico.   JJ was founder of the Albuquerque Chapter of Women in 
Communications Inc. and a past recipient of the Executive of the Year Award from Executive 
Women International.  

 
 

Ms. JJ Parsons 
Chair, YDI Foundation 
Vice President 
Presbyterian Healthcare Services 
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“As Chairman of the Board of Directors for Youth Development, Inc., I am ecstatic about the creation of the 
YDI Foundation and the caliber of individuals who have agreed to serve on the foundation’s board of 
directors.  All these efforts will result in improving the lives of children who are in need and are helped 
through YDI’s programs.” 
 
Mr. Robert Avila has served on the Board of Directors for Youth Development, Inc. since 
1979 and has served as Chairman of the Board of Directors since 1988.  He will be serving 
on the YDI Foundation Board of Directors to ensure cross over and communication 
between to the two boards.  Additionally, Mr. Avila has served as a Member of the Board of 
Directors for YES Affordable Housing since 1994. 
 
Mr. Avila is a practicing private attorney in Albuquerque who is deeply committed to the 
welfare of children, youth and families in New Mexico.  He was born in Taos and graduated 
from UNM with a bachelor of arts in university studies in 1976, and graduated from the 
UNM School of Law in 1979.  While studying at UNM he was an active member Phi Eta 
Sigma, a national scholastic fraternity.  
 

Mr. Robert Avila 
Attorney 
Private Practice 
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An innovator and leader in the community and economic development; youth development; 
and affordable multi-family housing, Mr. Augustine Chris Baca has served as President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Youth Development, Inc. (YDI) since 1973.  In addition, Mr. 
Baca has served as Founder and President and Chief Executive Officer of YES Housing, 
Inc. for the past twelve years.  As Board officer and executive of two non-profit 
organizations serving New Mexico, Mr. Baca oversees and manages numerous program 
budgets totaling 25 million dollars and full-time staff totaling 700.  YDI is a social service 
agency that services 18,000 plus children, youth, and families on a yearly basis.  YES 
Housing, Inc. is an entrepreneurial non-profit that builds, owns, and manages apartments 
with emphasis in affordable markets.  Nationally recognized as an expert in youth 
development, juvenile justice, social service design, public administration, public policy, 
personnel management, and budgeting, Mr. Baca is an experienced non-profit executive with 
a record of over 30 years in proven accomplishments.   
 
Augustine Chris Baca has a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics, a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration, and a Postdoctoral Certificate in State and Local Government from the 
John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.  He has also been a Kellogg 
National Leadership Fellow, a Hispanic Health Fellow, a panel member for the National 
Academy of Sciences/National Research Council, and a Presidential Appointee to the 
Commission on Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.  He has taught at the 
Anderson School of Management at the University of New Mexico.  He has received 
numerous awards including the Thomas Jefferson Award for Community Service, the 
Distinguished Public Administrator Award, the Martin Luther King Service Award, the 
Notre Dame Alumni Public Service Award; and the Albuquerque Leadership Award. 
 
He has served on numerous boards of directors including serving as a Trustee at the UNM 
Mental Health Center; Chairman of the Albuquerque Family Health Care Centers; and the 
Governor’s State Workforce Development Board.  Mr. Baca has been married to Jeanette 
Baca for 29 years and has two sons, Marcos and Angelo. 

Chris Baca 
President & CEO 
Youth Development, Inc., 
YDI Foundation, Inc., 
YES Housing, Inc. 
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Rudy M. Beserra is vice president of Latin Affairs for The Coca-Cola Company. 
He began his career at The Coca-Cola Company in 1989 after having served as special 
assistant to President Ronald Reagan on Latino and Small Business Affairs. 
 
A graduate of the University of New Mexico, Mr. Beserra has held a number of 
distinguished positions including special assistant to the Chairman of the National 
Republican Committee in charge of Hispanic and Business Affairs. 
 
Mr. Beserra is an active board member of a number of prominent Latino-focused 
organizations, including NALEO (National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed 
Officials), LULAC (League of United Latin American Citizens), and the Hispanic 
Association of Colleges and Universities.  He is vice chair of the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus Institute and past chairman of the Hispanic Scholarship Fund. 
 
In 1991 Mr. Beserra was awarded the Hispanic Community Commitment Award by the 
Latin American Management Association.  In 1994 the United States Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce presented him with a Special Recognition Award and in 1995 he received the 
Hispanic Leadership Award from the National Puerto Rican Forum. 
 
A native of Albuquerque, Mr. Beserra lives in Atlanta with his wife and two daughters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rudy M. Beserra 
Vice President, Latin Affairs 
The Coca-Cola Company 
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Irene Chavira, who retired from Qwest (U S WEST) in August of 2000, held a variety of 
financial, regulatory, and public policy positions in New Mexico, Colorado, Texas, Arizona 
and Minnesota in her 27-year career with U S WEST.  For three years, she was 
U S WEST’s New Mexico Vice-President.  She has provided expert testimony on financial 
matters before state regulatory commissions in New Mexico, Texas, Wyoming, Colorado, 
Montana, and Utah. 
 
Her final position before retiring was President of the Telephone Pioneers of America, a 
not-for-profit industry association of telephone companies throughout North America. 
The Telephone Pioneers is comprised of 800,000 former and active employees of 
telecommunications companies whose members volunteer nearly 25 million hours each year 
in community service activities, with a focus on education.  Their efforts also help position 
their companies as contributing members of the communities they serve. 
Irene was the first woman and person of color to head the 93 year old organization. 
 
Irene is a New Mexico native and has a degree in Business Administration from the 
University of New Mexico and attended Denver University’s Masters of 
Telecommunications program.  She has been a member of the Bank of America New 
Mexico Board of Directors, United Way of Central New Mexico Board, New Mexico State 
University School of Business Advisory Council, Greater Albuquerque Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Albuquerque Diversity Leadership Council.  Currently, she is on the 
TVI Foundation Board and the Telephone Pioneers of America Foundation Board. 
 

Ms. Irene Chavira 
Past Chairperson 
YDI Foundation 
Retired Executive from US WEST/Qwest 
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“YDI is New Mexico’s premier charitable organization helping children, youth and families who are in need 
to reach their full potential. It is one of New Mexico’s best kept secrets,” says Hammond.  “I have joined the 
Board of Directors to help YDI raise money from the private sector by leveraging some of my contacts in the 
local broadcast arena.  New Mexico needs to learn more about the value of YDI and its positive impact on 
people’s lives.” 
 
Mr. Hammond left his position as Director of Sales of Clear Channel Radio when he was 
promoted in February 2004.  Born in Philadelphia and raised in Chicago, Chuck received his 
Bachelor's Degree in Journalism from the University of Kansas in 1971. He got his MBA 
from Arizona State University in 1981.  Mr. Hammond moved to Albuquerque in 1989. He 
has served on the Board of Directors of Duke City Civitan where he served a year as 
President, the Board of Directors of the New Mexico Advertising Federation, and is 
currently on the Board of Directors for the New Mexico Broadcasters Association.  Married 
with 2 children and 2 step children, Chuck enjoys golf, showing horses and traveling. 

Mr. Chuck Hammond 
Vice President &  
Market Manger 
Clear Channel Radio 
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 “Touching young people’s lives in ways that can improve their quality of life and increase the probability of 
having successful lives as adults, in ways that they would define success for themselves, is an excellent 
investment of my time.  YDI has the talent and scope to make a difference to many young people in our state. 
 In the end, everyone in our state benefits by the results of YDI’s efforts.” 
 
 
Mr. Hauger began his investment career with E.F. Hutton in 1977 in Albuquerque and has 
been in the investment business ever since. Currently, Mr. Hauger is the Senior Vice 
President-Investments at Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, one of the largest brokerage firms in 
the U.S.   He is a founding partner of Sandia Investment Group of Wells Fargo Advisors, 
LLC.  The Sandia Investment Group is a group of seven investment professionals that 
provides institutional money management and planning to high-net-worth individuals, non-
profits and institutions across the United States.  
 
Michael Hauger was born and raised in Freeport, Illinois and came to Albuquerque, NM in 
the fall of 1971 to attend the University of New Mexico.  He graduated from UNM in 1976 
with a bachelor’s degree in university studies with a major in business and economics.   
 
His current civic duties include membership with the Rotary Club of Albuquerque and a 
member of the National Council of the Aspen Santa Fe Ballet.  Past civic involvement 
includes the following: Past president and vice-president of the Chamber Orchestra of 
Albuquerque --  1992-1995; Past member of the Presbyterian Healthcare Services 
Foundation -- 1989-1999; Past member of the Presbyterian Healthcare Services investment 
committee -- 1994-2000; and, founded and taught Investing in the Securities Markets at 
UNM -- 1978-1983 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Michael Hauger 
Senior Vice President-Investments 
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 



 YDI Foundation Founding Members of the Board of Directors 

Biographical Sketches & Quotations 

 

     
 
 
Gilbert V. (Gil) Herrera is the Director of Manufacturing Science and Technology at Sandia 
National Laboratories in Albuquerque, NM.  His responsibilities include the management of 
a diverse manufacturing research and development center with 350 employees and 
approximately 200,000 ft2 of laboratory and production facilities.  He has been at Sandia for 
over 20 years.  
 
From 1997 to 1999 on a leave of absence from Sandia, Mr. Herrera was the Chief Operating 
Officer of SEMI/SEMATECH, an Austin-based consortium of U.S. suppliers of 
semiconductor manufacturing equipment and materials.  Also on leave from Sandia, he was 
on the White House Staff of President George H. Bush from 1991 to1992, serving as an 
AAAS/Sloan Foundation White House Science Fellow in the Office of Science and 
Technology Policy (OSTP).   
 
In addition to his AAAS/Sloan Fellowship, Mr. Herrera is a Fellow of the American Center 
for International Leadership and a National Security Fellow of the University of Texas 
Institute for Advanced Technology.  From 1983-84, he was an Adjunct Professor of 
Electrical Engineering at the University of New Mexico, and has served on technical 
advisory boards for several universities, industrial consortia, and government programs.  He 
is a member of the Tau Beta Pi, Etta Kappa Nu, and Kappa Mu Epsilon honor societies, 
and a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineers, the Materials Research Society, the Society for 
Manufacturing Engineers, and the Association of the US Army.  Mr. Herrera is presently a 
member of the Army Science Board. 

Born in Albuquerque, Mr. Herrera is a graduate of West Mesa High School.  After attending 
the United States Military Academy at West Point, Gil received an undergraduate Computer 
Engineering degree from the University of New Mexico and a graduate Electrical 
Engineering degree from University of California, Berkeley.   

Gilbert V. (Gil) Herrera  
Director of Manufacturing Science 
and Technology  
Sandia National Laboratories 
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“YDI changes, and literally saves, the lives of thousands of New Mexico's children and families.  It is doing work vital to the 
improvement of our community.  As a YDI Foundation board member, I will gladly work to identify and develop marketing 
strategies that help broaden our revenue sources and strengthen our long-term financial viability.” 

 
Eric D. (Rick) Johnson is the founder and board chairman of Rick Johnson & Company, Inc., a 26-year old regional advertising 
agency, the largest in New Mexico and one of the largest in the Southwest. 
 
Johnson, born in Evansville, Indiana in 1943, came to New Mexico with his parents in 1954.  He attended Albuquerque Public 
Schools and the University of New Mexico, graduating in 1965 with a degree in English. 
 
His career began as a Management Trainee at Wells Fargo in San Francisco in 1965 and subsequently at the two largest banks in 
New Mexico where he became Vice President and Director of Marketing at First National Bank in Albuquerque in 1975. 

 
He also attended the Graduate School of Banking at the University of Wisconsin, graduating in 1975. 
 
On January 1, 1977, he left his banking career of ten years and formed Rick Johnson & Company. The firm incorporated in 
1979 and quickly grew to be the dominant ad agency in New Mexico.  The firm serves clients throughout the West and has won 
more than 1000 creative awards – locally, nationally and worldwide. 
 
Johnson and his wife and partner, Debbie Johnson, have received many honors and recognitions, together, individually and 
corporately. 
 
Johnson is a Charter Member of the New Mexico Private 100 Companies and has been named a New Mexico Power Broker 
for eight years.  He was Honorary Commander of Kirtland Air Force Base in 1989 and won the Greater Albuquerque Chamber 
of Commerce Small Business of the Year Award in 1999.  In 1987, Johnson was awarded the Silver Medal for Lifetime 
Achievement from the New Mexico Chapter of the American Advertising Federation.  He received the UNM Outstanding 
Alumni Zia Award in 1994 and the Tourism Professional of the Year Award in 2000. 
 
He has served on the boards of numerous organizations in the past including YMCA, Greater Albuquerque Chamber of 
Commerce, New Mexico First, New Mexico Symphony, United Way Campaign Cabinet and Albuquerque Community Council.  
He was Chairman for UNM Anderson Schools of Management Board of Trustees and International Treasurer for Worldwide 
Partners, a global $4 Billion network of independent ad agencies. 
 
He currently is on the boards of ACCION, MRGBEC, and UNM Foundation Board of Trustees and has served on the 
executive committee of all three.  He recently joined the board of Explora Science Center and Children’s Museum and was 
named to the UNM Distinction Task Force.  In 2002, Johnson, along with his partner Debbie, received the Spirit of 
Achievement Award for Community Leadership from the National Respiratory Hospital in Denver. 
 
 

 

Mr. Eric D. (Rick) Johnson  
Chairman of the Board  
Rick Johnson & Company 
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As President and CEO of the Manuel Lujan Agencies, E. Larry Lujan represents four 
generations of family continuing the tradition of service started by Manuel Lujan, Sr. Today, 
the Manuel Lujan Agencies continue to play an important role in the New Mexico 
community, as it has since 1926. 
 
“I started working at the company in high school by cleaning offices,” Lujan recalls. “I 
officially joined the business in 1976. My dad, Edward, was the CEO at the time. He’s semi-
retired now. I was elected by the Shareholders as President/CEO of the company in 1996.” 
 
Larry, as he is known, earned his B.A. in Management and Marketing from New Mexico 
State University in 1976 and his Certified Insurance Counselor designation in 1988.  As 
president of Manuel Lujan Agencies, Larry oversees over 100 employees. The company is 
dedicated to serving its clients in New Mexico and throughout the United States by offering 
complete commercial and personal coverage, surety and performance bonds, employee 
benefits, life insurance, estate and retirement planning, as well as risk management and 
consulting services. 
 
Larry is married with two sons. He enjoys golfing, fishing, hunting, boating, traveling, snow 
skiing, and working. He is the immediate-past president and a board member of Intersure, 
former board member of Albuquerque Economic Development and Albuquerque Public 
Schools, former board member of the Norwest Bank Leadership Council, and member of 
the Insurance Agents of NM. Larry is a former chairman of the Youth Golf Tournament for 
New Mexico, a member of the Albuquerque Country Club, and a member and former 
director of the Golf Committee, and a member and former president of the Sun Country 
Amateur Golf Association. 
 
In addition to working and spending time with his family, Larry is involved in the Spanish 
Colonial Arts Society in Santa Fe. The society is dedicated to preserving and displaying art 
and artifacts that reflect the Spanish influence on New Mexican art and society since the 15th 
century. 

Mr. E. Larry Lujan 
President & CEO 
Manual Lujan Agencies 
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“Joining the YDI Foundation Board is a great opportunity for me to  help support the programs that have 
become so important to the youth and their families in our community realize their full potential in life.  I am 
honored to serve with my fellow board members and help YDI also realize their full potential.  Together 
we can continue to fund programs and provide those in need the necessary tools to overcome obstacles that could 
otherwise hold them back.  When you can make the difference in the life of the youth of this community we all 
benefit.” 
 
Carolyn Monroe is the President of LandAmerica Albuquerque Title Company, a position 
she has held since 1994.  She began a career in the title industry in 1982.   
 
Carolyn is currently serving as the Chair Elect for Albuquerque Economic Development.  
She just completed a two-year term as Chair of Economic Forum and is a past Chair of the 
New Mexico Chapter of NAIOP and is still serving on the Board of Directors.  She is the 
Alexis de Tocqueville Society Chair for the United Way 2005 Campaign.  She is serving her 
second year on the Gaming Control Board, which is appointed by Governor Richardson.  
She also serves on the boards of the Association of Commerce and Industry, Presbyterian 
Health Plan, New Mexico First, Explora Science Center and Children’s Museum, and the 
Susan G Komen Race for the Cure. 
 
She was recognized by the National Chapter of NAIOP for outstanding leadership by a 
Chapter President in 2003 for her leadership in 2002, an annual award that is only given to 
one President across the nation. 
 
She most recently has received the Chairman’s Club award and the Achievers Circle Award 
from her parent Company, LandAmerica Financial Group.   
 
 

Ms. Carolyn Monroe 
President 
LandAmerica Albuquerque Title 
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Brian Sanderoff, a resident of Albuquerque and Santa Fe for his entire adult life, is the 
President of Research & Polling, Inc., New Mexico’s largest survey research company.  
Research & Polling, which is based in Albuquerque, specializes in market research, 
demographic analysis and public opinion polling.  Research & Polling serves many corporate 
organizations, government agencies and mass media accounts.  For the past 18 years, 
Research & Polling has conducted all of the public opinion polls for the Albuquerque Journal 
and Brian Sanderoff is the policy analyst for KOAT TV Channel 7.  Brian Sanderoff is a 
widely sought-after speaker and conducts many demographic and public policy seminars for 
various organizations.  He holds a bachelor of arts degree from the University of New 
Mexico, as well as attended graduate school and UNM through the political science 
department.    
 

Mr. Brian Sanderoff 
President & CEO 
Research & Polling 
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Born and raised in New Mexico, Eric P. Serna is a graduate of the University of New Mexico, where he 
double-majored in political science and journalism.  Superintendent Serna then moved to Washington, DC 
where he earned his law degree from Catholic University.  Superintendent Serna is a Harvard University 
Kennedy School of Government fellow in advanced studies of government and politics and has completed 
education programs at NYU’s Division of Business and Management Certification and the National Judicial 
College in Reno, Nevada.  Mr. Serna is a member of the New Mexico State Bar, the American Bar 
Association, the New Mexico Hispanic Bar Association and the National Hispanic Bar Association.  
Superintendent Serna has been duly admitted and has practiced before the United States Supreme Court.  
 
In 1977, Superintendent Serna returned to New Mexico to work for the New Mexico Employment Security 
Department as a Deputy Director and Cabinet Secretary.  In 1981, he won election to the New Mexico State 
Corporation Commission.  Superintendent Serna served as a Corporation Commissioner for 17 years with 
14 years as the Chairman.  The New Mexico State Corporation Commission had regulatory authority over 
the business of insurance, telecommunications, motor carriers and corporate licensing in the State of New 
Mexico. In 1998, President Clinton appointed Superintendent Serna as the Regional Director of the US 
Department of Agriculture for the States of Arizona, New Mexico and Colorado.  As regional director, 
Superintendent Serna worked to enhance the understanding and acceptance of the USDA program and 
opportunities among small minority farmers and ranchers with limited resources.  In 2001, the New Mexico 
Public Regulation Commission appointed Mr. Serna as the New Mexico Superintendent of Insurance. 
 
He is an active member of the New Mexico Hispanic Bar Association and the National Association of 
Latino Elected and Appointed Officials.  Superintendent Serna has served on the boards for the National 
Hispanic Culture Foundation, the Catholic Foundation for the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Catholic University 
Board of Advisors, the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute and the Mexican American Legal and 
Education Fund, where he served as chairman of the MALDEF board of directors. 

 
The Con Alma Foundation resulted from numerous public hearings throughout New Mexico.  In 
conducting these hearings, Superintendent Serna witnessed an outcry from New Mexico’s underprivileged 
and impoverished communities that did not have sufficient resources to meet their basic health needs.  
Superintendent Serna took immediate action to design a plan whereby the assets from the for-profit 
conversion of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of New Mexico would be placed in trust to be administered by a 
private foundation under the direction of a diverse board of directors representing Native American, 
Hispanic and non-Hispanic communities and interests. 
 
 

Mr. Eric Serna 
Insurance Superintendent  
State of New Mexico 
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Linda Vega is the Community Bank President for the Albuquerque area, a region with 

deposits of approximately $1.4 billion and consumer loans of approximately $353 

million.  Her market territory, which serves the surrounding communities of Rio Rancho, 

Bernalillo, Cuba, Tijeras, Edgewood, Estancia, Moriarty and Mountainair, has 37 

branches 425 employees. 

 

She began her banking career in El Paso, TX, in 1974 and relocated to Albuquerque in 

1999. During her more than 30 years of banking experience, she has excelled in the areas 

of training, employee motivation, leadership and project planning. She is especially 

known for her management and grooming of employees to move up in the organization. 

She has adopted an ñopen doorò policy for employees to discuss both business and 

personal matters and actively participates in career planning for those who report to her. 

 

She has received many accolades, including recently accepting the Pinon Award from 

Quality New Mexico for leading the Albuquerque region of Wells Fargo to be recognized 

for excellence in its field. She has been nominated for the YWCA ñWomen on the Moveò 

award and was featured in 2001 in New Mexico Women Magazine as one of Wells 

Fargoôs top women leaders. She was elected as a participant in the Leadership New 

Mexico class of 2000-2001. Inside Wells Fargo, she has received a ñSales and Service 

Managementò for the past three years and was recognized for her leadership in the 

companyôs internal employee magazine.  

 

Community service is also an essential part of her approach to work, both participating 

herself and encouraging her employees to participate. She developed and implemented a 

Wells Fargo team member community involvement program. The ñREACHò program ï 

standing for Realizing Every Action Can Help ï allows each employee eight hours of 

paid time off to participate in supporting various community events. She also coordinates 

many annual Wells Fargo community efforts, including the Carrie Tingley Childrenôs 

Hospital Mudd Volleyball Tournament, the Relay for Life Cancer Walk and her teamôs 

participation in the Habitat for Humanity home construction project scheduled for later 

this year.  
 

Ms. Linda Vega 
Community Bank President 
of Albuquerque Area 
Wells Fargo Bank 
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"YDI has a long-standing tradition of developing and managing outstanding programs to help the neediest 
children, youth, and families.  The quality of the programs, such as the head start centers in my part of the 
state, north central New Mexico, is reflected in the success that YDI has had in competing for national 
funds.  These programs, however, have limited durations and we cannot afford to let the neediest children, 
youth, and families fall through the seams created between programs.  I joined the inaugural Board of 
Directors of the YDI Foundation to raise funds so that YDI's service to the neediest will be seamless." 
 
Dr. Willard R. (Bill) Wadt is the director of the Prime Contract Office at the Los Alamos 
National Laboratory with responsibility for enabling improved performance and better 
relationships with Laboratory customers and stakeholders. Dr. Wadt joined the staff of Los 
Alamos National Laboratory in 1976 and has served in a variety of research, technical 
management, and institutional management positions.  He taught at Williams College in 
1982 and in 1986 was Vice President for Inorganic Sciences at BioDesign, a start-up 
company developing visualization and analysis software. Dr. Wadt serves on the Governor’s 
Business Executives for Educations as the champion for the New Mexico Baldrige in 
Education initiative.  He also serves as past-president of the board of directors for the Los 
Alamos National Laboratory Foundation and for the Los Alamos Commerce and 
Development Corporation.  Dr. Wadt served for seven years on the board of Quality New 
Mexico and six years the panel of judges for the New Mexico Quality Award.  He received 
his Bachelors degree from Williams College and his Doctor of Philosophy from the 
California Institute of Technology.  In 1984 Science Digest named Dr. Wadt as one of 
America's 100 brightest scientists under 40.  He and his wife, Ann McLaughlin, have two 
children, Gabriel and Madeleine

Dr. Willard R. (Bill) Wadt 
Director of Prime Contract Office 
Los Alamos National Laboratories 
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Leading our locally based senior management team is President Elizabeth “Liz” 
Watrin. Ms. Watrin oversees the day-to-day operations of group and individual health 
insurance business, with over 220,000 members, Indian Health Service/Contract Health 
Services (IHS/CHS), and Medicaid Utilization Review. These responsibilities include 
enrollment growth, company-wide performance, product development, financial 
management, and communication with customers, employees, and regulators. She is also 
responsible for establishing the mission, vision, and strategic direction of the company. Ms. 
Watrin has been with BCBSNM for over 15 years and has worked in the Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield system for over 23 years. 
 

Ms. Elizabeth Watrin 
President & CEO  
Blue Cross Blue Shield of NM 


